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no 2+ 33. He ir not a which is one outwardly, neither is that circum- | 

cifion which is outward in the fleſh. 

29. But be iz a few which it aue intwardly;and cine meifien is that of the heart, in 
the ſpirit, and nat in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men but of God. 
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To the Worſhipfull, and 
much valued Brother Robert Clroe 
of Stych Eſq; and to his religious 
Conſort NI“ Mary Clive, Grace, 
Mercy and Peace in our Lord le- 
ſus premiſed. 

Wow ( which in ſame caſes is above 

Law ) may ( perhaps) excuſe me in 

> this way of Dedication, attempting the 


5 
Ha Patronaze of perſons of worth and qua- 
lity; and Reaſon tells me, It is pitty to 


_ : part you, being & Zachary and Elt Luke 1. 6. 


rabeth. Tow may [ay of me, 44 Naomi 


ſaid to her daughter in Law, The man is of near kin to Ruth a. 20. 


us. And 1 may truly ſay, It ij no ſmall piece of my He- 
nowr and Happineſs to be near of kin to you, if not by Con- 
ſangs'nity yet by Affinity : and no little 2 of my com- 
fort tobe received into your houſe, ( as before inte your 
hearts ) when I was little leſs then an outcaſt, I know 
you take no pleaſure in your praiſes publiſhed ; yet Di- 


vines (for the maſt part) excuſe the dumb man cured by 
A 2 Chr iff 


Mark 9.3. 6. Chriſt for alvulging the ſame ( ſeemingly ) contrary to 
Chrifts 


Philip. 1. 6. 


Col. I. 6, 7. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Chrifts command. On this account I fafeh may, and. 
juſtly muſt publiſh my thankfull acknowledgement for your 
kind reception of me and mine, w.th many more favours 
indulged to me. I know not bow ſeon I may be called(though 
1 lay no ftreſs on my climatterical year drawing nigh to 
appear before Chriſts Tribunal. I thought good to leave 
this pledge of my love behind me, ( Eliah did his mantle) 
that it may lye by you and talk with you, (when I am dead 
and gone that you may be able to diſcern things that differ, 
not taking a pebble for a peatl. And the rather becauſe the 
Heads of theſe poor Meditations ( being repeated in your 
bearing) were ( beyond their deſert ) ſo well reſented by 
you, not without an eager deſire of 4 Tranſcript of them. 
In hope therefore that your ſouls ( and the ſouls of others 
alſo ) mai receive ſome ſpiritual bentfit and advantage, 
I have expoſed theſe my mean labours to the publick view. 
As you have therefore” received Chriſt Jeſus, fo 
walk ye in him, Rooted and buile np in him, 
and ſtabliſhed in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thankſgiving. But (ts 
be far) I ſball turn my Prayſes of you, into Prayers for 
you, 45 being more agreeable to my ſacred Profeſsion, and 
more acceptable (I doubt not ) to your modeſt diſpoſition, 
praying God tobleſs you, 45 be did the houſe of Obed- 
Edom for entertaining the Ark of God, and projjong God, 
go! 's ( or any other of Gods ) means I have added(or-! 
Jhall be inflrumental to add) one cubit to your ſtaturt : 
which certainly will be the Crown and rejojcing of 


Raptim ex Muſ48 
Feb. 5, 1661. Your humble Orator 
and loving Brother, 


T ho. Porter. 


Having a form of Godlineſs, but deny 
ing the Power thereof. 


— — -__— 
— — 


, HE Apoſtle in the beginning of 

We this Chapter diſchargeth a warning 

piece to 7imetby, and to us in him, 

co take notice, has corrwpt men 

8 # ariſe, and were then axiſiag in the 0. i 
— boſom of the Church, ver. I. which 
corrupted men are deſcribed, 1. By the effects that 

they ſhouls work, perillous timer, or treableſome;farthe 

hearts of the godly ſhould be (a) troubled, either with (a) P. 
fear, not knowing what counſel to take, or courſe to 

follow: or elſe with grief for the imminent deſtru- 

ion, of pretious and immortal ſouls. 2. By their d =45m 
Characters, ver. 2, 3, 4, 5- Which are nineteen . 
number; this laſt is not the leaſt, (a fin more grievous —. 
A3 then 


The Charafler of a 
then all the reſt in Chryſoffoms judgement ) bringing 


up the Rete; Having 4 Form ——— | 
(% Ber, A Form: (b) Some read Information: but this 
is ſomewhat harſh and uncooth in our Engliſh ears. 
(s) Cyzr. (e) Some, deformation, not in the ſenſe of a Jeluite; 
( Cornel, & Lapide ) ſaith, as if they ſeem to bring in 
a Reformation, and ſo call themſelves of the Re- 
tormed Religion, when indeed they are of a deformed 
Religion; But this is a meer quibble of a wanton wit, 
x with Cyprian, Deformation is nothing elſe but a De- 
(©) 97-2. lineation , Effigiation and Expteſſion. (d) Others 


Ambr. 


* Genev. generally read it aſhew and ſhadow, an Image and 
conterferfeit. K 
ce) Sy. Godlineſs : (c) Some read it Reverence of God; 


and indeed, many things arc cryed up under the no- 
tion of Reverence, which are neither ſo not ſo: Some 
of Religion and Piety, and Devotion, as A&s 10.2,17, 
& 22.12. a devour man. 
| But denying : Or having denyed, as it is in the 
(f)prawsras. Greek, and ſo tranſlated in the (f) Genewa Bible, i.c. 
they are reſolved to deny the power of Religion, and 
yet take on them the form. 
Power :. Or vertue and truth. For the truth of 
a thing is diſcerned by its powerfull operation, 
Theresf : Which may relate ( inthe original) ei- 
ther to the Form, or to Godlinels, as if they had de- 
nyed either Godlineſs, or the Form of godlineſs. It 
may be indeed referred to both; but I conceive it to 


Godlineſs rather. 


Doc rr; 


Formall Profeſſor in Religion, 


Docrtalns. 


There are ſome that have a Forms of Godlineſs, but deny 
the Power thereof. 


This will be cleared and confirmed by anſwering 
theſe enſuing Qaeſtions. 
1. What Godlineſs is: neſs. 1. 
1, Negatively. 1. Not a natural inclination to 
that which is naturally good by conſtitution : as a 
man of a ſanguine coaſtication is not ſo ſubject to 
ſadne(s but cheerfulneſs. For though in one ſenſe we 
are very prone toall evil, and backward toall good, 
Gen. 6.5. with Rom. 11. 29. yet in another ſenſe, we 
may be truly ſaid to be naturally prone to ſome good, 
Mat. 19.12.—There are ſome Eunachs ſo'which are born 
from their mothers womb : i e. of a frigid conſtitution 
of body, and fo unapr for generation, and therefore 
enabled to live unmarried. . 2. Nor a meer moral 
qualification acquired by acts and induſtry, as tempe- 
rance, patience, meekneſs, juſtice; &c. It was ſaid of 
Cato, (if I miſtake not) that it was as poſſible to pull 
the Sun out of its Orb, as Cato from thævοhα,u of 
Juſtice: Thus Mat. 19. 12: Some male ihimſebues 
Ewnachs, not in Origens ſenſe, (who underſtanding 
other Scriptures Allegorically, yet to his {mart and 
ſhame underſtood this literally) but in Pauls ſence, 
1 Cor g. 27. who by moderate dy et, prayer and fatting 
did attain the gift of continency. As there is a mo- 
ral integrity aflerted by Abimelech an Heathen Prince, 
Cen. 20. 5. and approved by God, v. 6 ſo there is a 
ſpiritual integrity which Fob was reſolved to main - 
rain. 


The Character of a 


tain to his dying day, Chap 27.5. between which 
there is a vaſt difference: ſo it is here. Oaly mark, 
that which is called chaſtity in the Heathens , is 
called: Holineſs in Chriſtians, twice in 1 Thy. 4 
4, 7- as if it were no (mall piece of Sanctiſication in 
them. 

2. Affirmatively. It is an holy diſpoficion wrought 
by the Spitit of God, whereby the Soul is enabled 
to act religiouſly toward Cod and man in the whole 
converſation in ſome meaſure. 

To open a window, and give light to this Deſctip- 
tion, by taking it into parts. 

1 Its an holy diſpoſition. That which is here 
rendred godlineſs, is tranſlated holineſs, As 3. 12. 
where the ſame word is uſed. 2. Wrought by the 
Spirit of God) John 1. 13. which were born not of 
blood (that is, of natural generation) nor of the will 
of the fleſb, ( that 1s, not by the pewer of corrupted will) 
nor of the will of man ( of any motion or indowment of 
the beſt moral beroical man) but of God, viz. of the Spi- 
rit of God, by whom we are ſaid to be wrought to the (elf 
ume thing, 2 Cor. 5-5. as Stone and Wood are 
be wed and ſquared by Maſons and Carpenters for 
the building. 3. The Soul this is the ſubject of this and 
all other T healogical vertues 4. It enables; Habits 
(whether infaſed or acquired enable the foul to act, as 
in the eye, the faculty of ſeeing enables for the act of 
ſeeing. 5 Religiouſly, i e. ſuitably to godly principles. 
6. Toward God e ſo godlineſs is taken for the inward 
and outward acts of his Worſhip. Tit 2. 12 Soberly in 
reſpect of our ſelves, righteouſly in reſpect ot our 
neighbours , and godly in reſpect of God himſelf. 
1 TI 2. 2. in all godlineſs and honeſty : Godlineſs 

in 


Formal Profeſſor m Religion. 


in reference to the Firſt Table, and honeſty in reſe- 
rence to the Second Table, 7. And towards man} 
1 Tim. 6:6, Godlineſs with comentment , which holds 
forth the whole duty of man, Fecl. 12.13. 8. In 
the whole con ver ſation] as here 2 Tim 3.12. They that 
will live godly in Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3. 11. in all holy conver- 
ſation — goalineſs,the words are in the plural number 
converſations, godlineſſes , as blood runs through all the 


* a7 26 


dag ene. 


veins in the body, and the threads chrough the cloth, & . 


ſo godlineſs runs through the whole converſation, 
t Theſſ. 5. 23. The God of Peace ſanctiſie you wholly. 9. In 
ſome meaſure] Our ſtate here a imperfect, 1 Cor. 13. 9. 

What is the Form of Godlineſs: . 

Anſw. There i 4 ſabſtantial form, Phil. 2.6, 7. The 
form of God, the form of man, that is, true God and true 
man for ſubſtance. 2. An accidental form, Mark 16. 13. 
Chriſt appeared in another form. In this laſt ſenſe it 
is taken here, But we ſhall know what the form of 
godlineſs is, by the power of it. Now the Power 
of godlineſs imports, 


1. A Principle of grace and holineſs, (g) which is g Ae: 


called 4 well of water, John 4. 14. an ingrafted word, 
Jam. 1. 21, an incorruptible ſeed, 1 Pet. 1. 23. the Spi- 
rit that dwels in , 1 Cor, 3. 16. an abiding ſeed, 
1 John 3. 5. anundien, 1 John 2. 27. 4 root implan- 
ted, Matth. 13. 21. Job. 19. 28. the life of Cod, Eph. 
4- 17. the Image of God, Col. 3. 10. the Divine Na- 
ture, 2 Pet. 1. 4A bare Picture of a man, though ne- 
ver ſo curiouſly 2nd artificially drawn, is but a form 
of a man, becauſe it wants a Soul, and life as a true 
man hath , Rev. 3. 5. 4 name that thos liveſt. Where 
there is no Soul of a man, there is no power of a man. 
Formal Profeſſors are like hollow Trees in an old 

B Wood, 


Coro. 9. 377. 


(N5rawere. Greek, 


The Charafler of 4 
then all the reſt in Chryſoffoms judgement ) bringing 


up the Rete; H 4 Form —— | 

 wd Farm: (b) read Information: but this 
is fomewhar harſh and uncooth in our Engliſh ears. 
(c) ion, not in the ſenſe of a Jeſuite; 


Some, deformation, 

( Carmel, 4 ) faith, as if they ſeem to bring in 
a Reformation en themſelves of tie Ke. 
formed Religion, whea indeed are of a deformed 
Religion; Bur this is a meer of a wanton wit, 
with Cyprian. Deformation is nothing elſe but a De- 
lineation , Effigiarion and Expteſſion. (d) Others 
generally-read it a ſhew and ſhadow, an Image and 
conterferfeit. 

Godlineſs : (e) Some read it Reverence of God; 
and indeed, many things arc cryed up under the no- 
tion of Revereuce which are neither lo not ſo: Some 
of Religion and Piety, aad Devotion, as A&s 102,17. 
& 22.12. 2 devout man. 

Bat : Or having denyed, as it is in the 
ſo tranſlated in the (f) 5 Bible, i. c. 

are reſolved to deny the power of Religion and 
— take on them the form. 
Peawer : Or vertue and truth. For the truth of 


a thing is diſcerned by its powerfull * 
. Which may relate ( in the ei- 
ther Form, or to Godlitels, as if had de- 


ayed either Godlineſs, or the Form of godlineſs. It 


may be indeed referred to both; but I conceive it to 
Godlineſs racher. | 


Doc r. 


For mall Profeſſor in Religion, 
| Dove * a 


Thoe are \ſeme that hove a Ferns of Gadlinale, but deny 


the Power thereof. | 
T his will be cleared and confirmed by anſwering 
| a op 


* 
—_ 


y good by conſtitution : as a 
nine coaſtication is not ſo ſubject to 
ſadneſs but cheerfalneſs. For in one ſenſe we 
| are very prone toall evil, and backward toall good, 
| Gen 6.5. with len 11. 29 yet in another ſenſe, we 
may be truly ſaid to be naturally prone to ſome good, 
Mat. 19.12. There are ſome Exnacht ſe wich arc born 
from their mothers womb : i e. of a frigid conſtitution 
of body, and ſo unzpr for generation, and therefore 
enabled to live unmarried. , 2. Nor a meer Moral 
qualification acquired by acts and induſtry, as tempe- 
— — — — &e. . — 
Cate, (if L miſtake not) it Was as 

the Sun out of its Orb, — — 
Juſtice: I bus Ct. 191% dine e Ibimeſabves 
Banaclu; not in Origens ſenſe, ( | 
other Scriptures Allegorically, yet to his ſmart and 
ſhame ſtood this literally j but in Fuels ſence, 
1 Cor 9. 27. who by moderate dy et, prayerand-fafting 
did attain the gift of continency. As there is a mo- 
ral integrity — by 4btmelech an Heathen Prince, 
Cen. 20. 5. and approved by Cod, v. (othere is 2 
ſpiritual integrity which eb was reſolved to main- 
rain. 


— — 


be Character of a * 
tain to his dying day, Chap. 27. 5. between which 
there is a vaſt di -foitis here. Only mark, 
that which is called chaſtity in the Heathens , is 
called Holineſs in Chriſtians, twice in _— 8 
4, 7- 25 if it were no ſmall piece of Sanctiſication in 
them. ; 
2. Affirmatively. It is an holy difpoficioa wrought 
by the Spirit of God, whereby the Soul is- enabled 
to act religiouſly toward God and man in the Whole 
con verſation in ſome meaſure.: . nA 
Io open a window, and give light to this Deſctip- 
tion, by taking it into parts. Nr | 
1. Its as boly.diſpoficioo. That which is bere 
tendred is tranſlated: holineſo, Lid 3. 12. 
where the ſame word is uſed. 2. — the 
it of God ) John 1. 13. which mere born not 
d (that is, of natural generation) nor of the will 
of the fleſh, ( 1hat is, nos by the pewer of corrupted will) 
nor of the will of man ( of any motion or indowment of 
the beſt moral bereical man) but of God, vin. the $ 
ris of God, by whom we are ſaid to be br to the [elf 
ame thing, 2 Cor. 5-5. as Stone Wood ate 
| by Maſons and Carpenters for 
ling/3-The Soul;tbis is the ſubject of this and 
all other I healogical vertues 4. It enables; Habics 
(whether infeſed or acquired enable the foul to act, as 
in the eye, the faculty of ſeeing enables for the act of 
ſecing: 5. Religiouſiy. i e. ſuitably to godly principles. 
Toward God :.ſo godlineſs is taken for the inward 
and outward acts of hisWorſhip.T5e-2. 12. Soberly in 
reſpe& of our ſelves, righteouſly in reſpect ot our 
neighbours., and godly in reſpect of God himſelf, 
1 I. 2 in all godlineſs and honeſty - Godlineſs 
in 


Formal Profeſſor m Religion. 

in reference to the Firſt Table, and honeſty in refe- 
rence to the Second Table. 7. And towards man} 
1 Tim. 6:6, Godlineſs with comentment , which holds 
forth the whole duty of man, Zecl. 12. 13. 8. 1 
the whole converſation) as here 2 Tim 3.12. They that 
will live godly in Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3.11 in all holy conver- 
ſation — words are in the olural number 
conver ſations, godlineſſes . as blood runs through all the 


veins in the body, and the threads through the cloch, S 5rrGeiar: 


ſo godlineſs tuns through the whole 
= 5. 7 — 9. In 
ome meaſure”) Our ſtate here M imperfect, 1 Cor. 13. 9. 
winds the Form of Colts , 
Anſw. There s « ſabſtantial form, Phil. 2.6, 7. The 
form of God, the form of man, that is, true God and true 
man for ſubſtance. 2. An accidental form, Mark 16.13. 
Chriſt appeared in another form. In this laſt ſenſe it 
is taken here. But we ſhall know what the form of 
godlineſs is, by the power of it. Now the Power 
of godlineſs imports, _ | 
1. A Principle of grace and holineſs , (g) which is 8 


called « well of water, John 4. 14. 4 ingrafied word, 


Jam. 1. 21, an incorruptible ſeed, 1 Pet. 1. 2 3. the Spi- 
rit that dwecls in , 1 Cox. 3. 16. 48 «biding feed, 
1 John 3. 5. ien, 1 John 2. 27. 4 root implan- 
ted, Matth. 13. 21. Job. 19. 28. the life of C, Eph. 
4 17. the Image of God, Col. 3. 10. the Divine Na- 
ture, 2 Pet. 1. 4. A bare Picture of a man, though ne- 
ver ſo curiouſly and artificially drawn, is but a-form 
of a man. becauſe it wants a Soul, and life as a true 
man hath , Rev, 3. 5. 4name that thow live ſt. Where 
thereis ao Soul of a man, there is no power of a man. 
Formal Profeſſors are like hollow Trees in an old 

B Wood, 


6 | The Character of a =— 
Wood, tall perhaps, but pithlcls, ſaplefs, lifeleſs, or like 
a Bulruſh, the caul is green and freſh, but pill it, and 
what do you find in it but a ſpongeous un ſubſtantial 
6) n. ſubſtance : (6) as One ſaith; The Lamps of the five - 
wiſe and of the five fooliſh Virgins did bura and blaze 
alike; but there was no oyl in the veſſels of the fool- 
th, ttb. 25. 3, 4- Now he that bath the power of 
godlineſs, hath a Principle of Grace. 
2. Pratfices ſuitable to ſuch a principle. A dead 
carcaſs may have all the lineaments and parts of a 
true body, but ir wants the ſoul and living actions: A 
man that is indeed alive, puts forth acts of life; ſo it 
is with a ttue Chriſtian z he breaths, Lam. 3,56. Pſa, 
42.1. „ the bart panterh, &c. He ſees à beauty in 
grace, and filthineſs in ſin; 2 Formaliſt doth not, /. 
53-2. He hears as the Learned, 1/a.50 4. He ſmells 
F a ſweet ſavour in Chriſts Name, cant. 1. 3. He caſts 
how gracious the Lord is, 1 Pet.2.3,1. But contrati- 
ly, be that hath but a face, is like theſe Idols, Pſal. 
135.16, 17. they bave eyes but ſee not, &c.- Living and 
dead branches are in Chriſt by profeſſion , but the 
dead ones receive no ſap, bring forth no fruit. True, 
ſome works may be done by a Formal Profeſſor, but 
(3) Prov, 5. ſuch as are called dead works, Heb. g. 14. becauſe there 
15. isnolife in them, as you ſhall hear anon. (i) Excellent 
ſpeech beconues not a fool, no more then 4 ring of gold in « 
Swines ſnout. 
3. The Property, which is ſtrictly called Power, that is, 
. | the vigour, vivacity, vertue, efficacy of both, 1 Ci, 
4-20, The Kingdom of God is not in word but in power, 
x Theſ. 1.5. Not in word only, bat in power. Coun- 
tetfeit Balſom is like to the true, but it wants the pro- 
perty of healing: The power of godlineſs is in _ 
reſpe 


Formal Profeſsor in Religion. 
reſpeR bke Chriſt, that riſeth-with! oe 
wings, Mal. 4.2, that ſecretly and 1 
forth a vertue to dty up (in ſome meaſure) the 
ue of fin, ;. 29, 30. That is an 
place, oh. 10. 10. 1 an cume that they naight have life, 
and that they might have it more am, ſo the 


Books have it; but it is not a comparative (4 word (4) Mules. 


in the Greek. It may be better rendred 
that is, a fat and vegetoas life, So is the verb to 
uaderſtogd, 1 Cor. 3.8 re me the better, that is, fat- 
ter or ſtronger; and then the ſenſe is, chat theꝝ might 
have life, not meerly a lite (for ſo hath the priſoner 
and the ſick man) but a ſound, vigorous, and comfor- 
table liſe. If a ſoul had not patdon of fin, it would 
not reſiſt ſing if it had no power againſt fin; it could 
not reſiſt fing ſo much power as che ſoul hath toxe- 
fiſt fin, ſo much power fin laſeh Sin may ve- 
main in the beſt, but doth not reign, R. 16. . Sin 
ſhall not have deminion : I deny not, this vigour is not 
felt, nor excrted in caſe of Satanical tempta- 
tion, ſpiritual deſertion, and fad tranſgreſſiotr, as 
with David, Fſal 3 1. If Chriſtians not ſome · 
times have dead hearts, they would have proud hearts: 

3 17 . 2 | — WISETO 
3. What is it to power of godimeſs : 
Anſw Not verbally fo much as really and actually, 
not with the lip, but with the life, not in word bur 
in work: when men deſtroy in practice what they 
— * — but in _ 

| which: not do perhaps wi 

their — and drags Tim. 5. S. hath demed the 
fetth, chat is, in not making proviſion for his family, 
though he ſtill maintain a profeſſion of the Faith. 
Thus an ancient I as he is worſe then 
2 an 


4 


2E. 


what he was ʒ thus children, ſer vants, s, under 


The Cbæratter of a 


an inſidel, () that joyns\not a good converſation * 
(which is a character and badge of a Diſciple of 
Chriſt)ro knowledge, faith, and baptiſm 1 ſo it is 
here; nay he fins more . geroady, becauſe he fins 
— — wil 

4. l of godlineſs, and de- 
oy the power ? For the better underſtanding, I ſhall 
ſhew you 
. Why ſome _ but a Form. I 

Why eay the "Oy 

— Why Nr þ 
Firſt; 1. Why ſome have but the Form of Reli- 


| Gala 1. of the Cuſtom of a Religious Education. 
an up of ſome in commonly-received 


the mind to them, Ninn they 
know not how to deny them. See 2 KI. 12. 1. pebe- 
2 a hopefull Prince while that good Prieſt gc- 

dah was alive, but when he was dead, and his » 
head laid in the grave, Jef diſcovered himſelf 


a good Parent, Maſter, Tutor, ſeem to be Religious: 
But a Swineis 2 deanly creature while it grazeth in a 
fair green meadow or field; but if once it get our, 
it ſhews its Swiniſh nature by wallowing in the mire: 
— doth uſually ſo accuſtom the palate to ſome 
kinde 0 2 it cannot but receive that food. 
and Phi religious education under 
their good old Father B; therefore they ſacriſiced 
ſtill, though: all I/ rang, of their lewdnels. Sce 
I Sam. 2:1 3:86. | 
2. Becauſe of the climuu of a natural conſcience 
if awake (though never fo ignorant and injudicious) 
which doth egg on to . now conſcience — 
ve 
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have a bit to ſtop its month from bawling, or rin 

a loud peal, Pſal.78.34. When be ſlew them, then they 
ought bim, &c. As Efth.8.17. The people of the land 
became Jews, for the fear of the Jews fell on them : So 
ſome take on them a form of Religion, beexuſe” the 
— — of conſcience fall on them; © Now 
bein & indiſcreer, they imagine forms will 
tics to heaven, and — will do no more, — 
as here (ver. 8.) wen of corrupt minds, reprabate, that 
is, void of judgement, concerning the faith, as chil- 
dren for want of wit are taken up with rattles, gu- 
gaws, and babies. 

3. Becauſe of the credit of men, out of a defire 
to be well eſteemed among his neighbours,” Naru- 
rally men are deſirous to be accounted good f und are 
too well conceited of themſelves) efpecially-when 
5 is in credit, ſome take it up as a faſhion. T he 
Shechemites are content to be circumciſed for the love 
of Dinah, and eſteem with her kindred, Gen. 34.24. 
So did they of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 64.6. 18. 


(mY make a fair ſhew , the word is, they ſet a gobd (m) * 
face on it: eſpecially afore the Jews to ingratiate with **== 


them; Achirophel will bear David company to the 
Io thoughe thr vid fens of tht grand Poli 
Its thought that of that grand | 
cian, Pſal.55.14. Some make ſuit to cloth 


of a Gentleman, or a livery of a „for 
credits ſake: So ſome rake on the form of Religion 
fot the ſake of credit. * 


2. They deny the power of godlineſs for thefe 
Reaſons. ; | 

Becauſe, r. Its attained with difficulty, 1 Pes. 18. 
Therighteom are ſcarteij ſaved + the word figni 
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fot 


26.3. 


Mart, 
ad 


The ( baracter of a 


an inſidel, (I) that joyns not a good converſation * 
(which is a character and badge of a Diſciple of 
Chriſt) to knowledge, faith, and baptiſm , ſo it is 
here, nay be fins more grievoully, becauſe he fins 
mote knowingly and wilfully. 0", | 

4+ Why have ſome the form of godlineſs, and de- 
ny the power ? For the better underſtanding, I ſhall 
ſhew you: 

1- Why ſome have but a Form. 

2. Why oy deny the power. 

3. Why together, 

Firſt, 1. Why ſome have but the Form of Reli- 


10A, | 
J Becauſe 1. of the C»fom of a Religious Education. 


The bringing up of ſome in commonly-received 
truths doth fo accuſtom the mind to them, that they 
know not how to deny them. See 2 K. 12.2. ehe- 
_—_ hopefull Prince while that good Prieſt ge- 

| was alive, but hen he was dead, and his 
head laid in the grave, 7ehoaſh diſeovered himſelf 


what he was ; thus children, ſer vants, pupils, undet 


a good Parent, Maſter, Tutor, ſeem to be Religious: 
But a Swineis a cleaaly creature while it grazeth in a 
fair green meadow or field ; but if once it get out, 
ir ſhews its Swiniſh nature by wallowing in the mire : 
ſo cating doth uſually ſo accuſtom the palate ro ſome 
kinde of meat, that it cannot but receive that food. 
Hephni and Phinehas had religious education under 
their good old Father E-; therefore they ſacrificed' 
Rill; though: all I/ rang; of their lewdnels. | See 
1 Sm. 2. 13. &c. £1 
2. Becauſe of the Clameur of a natural conſcience 
if awake (though never ſo ignorant and/injudicious) 
which doth egg on to Religion : now conſcience — 
© 4 ve 
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have a bit to ſtop its month from bawling, or ringing 
a loud peal, Pſal.78.34. When be ſlew them, then they 
fought bim, &c. As Efth,8.17. The — the land 
became Jews, for the fear of the Jews fell on them S0 
ſome take on them a form of Religion, beciuſe the 
horrors and fears of conſcience fall on them. Now 
being raſh & indiſcreer, they imagine forms will bring 
them to heaven, and ome con more, 
as here (wver.8.) men of corrupt minds, reprobase that 
is, void of judgement, concerning the faith, as chil- 
dren for want of wit are taken up with tattles, gu- 
gaws, and babies. | 

3. Becauſe ot the credit of men, out of a defire 
to be well eſteemed among his neigbbours. Naru- 
rally men are deſirous to be accounted good and are 
too well conceited of themſelves) y when 
Religion is in credit, ſome take it up as a faſhion. The 
Shechemites are content to be circumciſed for the love 
of Dinah, and eſteem with her kindred, Gen. 3 4-24. 
So did they of whom the Apoſtle ſpealts, Gal.6.1%. 


(] make a fair ſhew , the word is, they ſet a good (m) 1 
face on it: eſpecially afore the Jews to ingratiate with en 


them; Achirophel will bear David company to the 
houſe of God, — —— was in —— 
"EO that Dovid ſpeaks of that grand Polixi- 
cian, Pal. 55. 1%. Some make ſuit to wear the cloth 
of a Gentleman, or a livery of a Noble man, for 
credits ſake: So ſome rake on the form of Religion 
for the ſake of credit. | 

2. They deny the power of godlineſs for theſe 
Reaſons. 

Becauſe, r. 1 — — Pes. 4. 18. 
The rigbieoa art ſcarteiy the i 

B 3 1 
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(n) paar, hardly; (n) and its uſed thrice in 44. 27. 7,8, 16. in that 


dangerous v of Paul in the Ship. The ſoul of the 
righteons with much diſficultie, through winds and 
waves, ia brought into the Haven of Heaven. Lake 
13.28. flrive, i. e. 45 in gan, to enter inte the flratt 
gare, as trough a croud and throng of temptations 
and ions + ſo we muſt deny our ſelves, 
Matth, 16. 24+ If avy man will be my diſciple 
lin poweras well in form, in truth as well as in title 

les ble bimſelf : Aa hard Leſſon! Its an har 

matter ny a friend, if he be importunate; an 


harder to deny a dear wife that lies in the boſom, if * 


ſhe be carneſt;ʒ bardeſt of all, to deny a mans ſelf, if 
ſelf be carneft. Now becauſe holineſs and happineſs 
are attained with ſo much difficulty , therefore ſome 
take on them the form of godlineſs, and ate reſolved 
wer of it. The Form is eaſie, but the 


— oppoſiti ſecuti d 
© As | don, per On an 
hatred... Here ver.1 2. They ibat will love godiyin Chrif 
Feſau, ſhall ſuffer perſecution, Act. 19. 22. Through 
much tribulation we maſt enter into the King dem of God. 
The way to the Crown lies by the Croſs. While 
Paw was 2 Phariſee, a Formal Proſeſſor, he was quiety 
but now when he was turned on Chriſts ſide, every 
Tavern ripgs of Paal, every tongue talks of him re- 
y. There was a man (as I have read or 
chat was buſpled- (as we ay) in Court for go- 
ing to hear Sermons out of his Pariſn Church: While 
(be) I was adrunkard, (wearer, &c. I was quiet- 
and if this be the fruit of gadding to Sermons, fare- 
well.Religion, ſaid the poor Wretch. But to give you 
a better inftagce, we read ofa Fellow chat pretended 


co 
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to be a Diſciple of Chriſt , but when Chriſt told 
him, (e) The Foxes have holes , the birds of the ayr (+) Mas. g. 
have neſts, but the Jon of man hath not where to lay hu "920. 
head : we read not one word more of him. There | 
was another man, (p) that asked Chriſt che wy #6 (+) Mar. 19. 
eternal life, when Chriſt bad him ſelf , Oc. the . 
— went awty ſorrowfull at that hard ſaying; 
which yet was a command of conviction, not of obe- 
dience. Anti genus (aid, If a man knew the Cares 
that attend a Crown, he would not ſtoop down to 
take it up, though he found it in the way, walking. 
Surely ſome know the hatred that the power of god - 
lineſs is attended with, and therefore are reſc 
againſt it: Truth ir ſelf hath ſaid, Mat. 10. 21. Te 
ſhall be hated of all men for my names ſake, therefore 
they go away, and ſay, with thoſe on another ac- 
count, Fob 6.60, This i an hard ſaying. 

3. Itis sſav/ted with Satanical temprations The 
Devil knows, the power of holineſs will bring to 
everlaſting happineſs, and therefore out of pure ſpire 
he aſſaulteth ſuch a ſou, (4) The 2 of bell, that is, (4) Mac.16. 
the power and policy of Satan (for power and policy © 
were in the gates, where the perſons in Judicatory 
were wont to meet and fit) may aflail, t not 
prevail. Pharaoh muſtered up his Army, when Iſrael 
was gone out of Zeypr, and were marching towards 
Canaan, Pyrats will not ſet upon an Pinnace, 
but a Merchants Ship laden with gold and filver , and 
rich commodities from the Indies. A Thief will not 
break into an empty barn, but into an houſe farni- 
ſhed with good houſhold- ſtuff, and money. Now 
carnal men are told of this, and therefore they are re · 
ſolved againſt the power of godlineſs. 


3- For 
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3. For both together. Some have a form of god- 
lineſs, but deny the power thereof, 

Becauſe of 1. The Feful depravation of mans cor- © 
rupted nature. It is agreeable to mans naughty heart 
to have a ſorm, and to deny the power of godline(s, He 
hath in him fo much imperfect goodneſs as that 
makes him to receive th: Form of holineſs, and yer 
withall ſo much predominant badneſs, as makes him 
to deny the power of holine(s. Fſal 12. 2. a double 
heart, An heart in ſhew for God and goodneſs, an 
heart indeed for fin and Satan, as that man of fin is 

(r) an, rightly called Antichriſt, the Præpoſition (7) ſignifies 
pro c cen; In ſhew, he is for Chriſt, in ſubſtance a- 
ainſt Chriſt, So that itis no more a wonder to ſee 
ome have a Form, and deny the power of Godlineſs, 
then to ſee a Crow black. | 

2. The ih diſpoſition of Satan, who is very bu- . 
fie to water and cheriſh the ſeeds of Formality of 
godlineſs, and of enmity againſt the power of god- 

| lineſs. He was a glorious Angel by Creation, and 
is become an ugly Devil by his defection , and being 

fallen from heaven, he maligns the happineſs of poor 

ſouls. He is therefore content that men ſhould carry 

Gods Livery on their backs, ſo that they will wear 

his favour in their boſoms. He is content that men 

ſhould be Gods ſervants in ſhew.,-{o that they will 

be his ſlaves indeed. Thus it was with Au, and 

(/) 48 5.1. Saphira, ( who ſeemed to be as forward and chari- 
c. table Chriſtians as the beſt, but out of baſe fear and 
diffidence, leaſt they ſhould want in cheir old age, 

kept back part of the price, being ſaid therefore to 

be filled with Satan: this is that ſpirit , Be. 3. 

that works effectually in the children of diſobedience; 
| | | The 
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The heart is the Fort-royall, and if he can keep that, 
he cares not much for the out works. 

3. The Viſe diſpenſation of God, who doth juſt- 
ly puniſh a number of men that live within the pale 
of the Church, giving them up to San, and to their 
own naughty hearts to be deluded with new forms, 
that he might avenge himſelf on — r 
the ſeaſons of grace, and rejecting the blood 
Chriſt tendred in the Goſpel, 2 The. 2. 1 1. He gave 
them up to ſtrong delafiov, Rom. 1. 18. who bold (im- 
priſon and i )the truth in unrighteon[neſs, God 
bo this holly and juſtly, but man unholily and un- 
jaltiy- 


Information. 1. There is a godlineſs not only in words 
and complements, but in and in truth. There is 
ood coyn, though ſome bad. There is a faith un- 
igned, — — without diſhmulation, 
Rom. 12.9. wiſdom without hypocriſſe, am. 3. 17. an 
obedience from the heart, Ram. 6. 17. - 

2. The goodneſs and excellency of Religion, be- 
cauſe the worſt of men will have the form of it. Thar 
muſt needs be good (it was wont to be ſaid) that Nero 
perſecuted , and godlineſs muſt be good, when vile 
men aſſume the of it, There was ſute ſome 
worth in Samnel, in whoſe mantle and likeneſs the 
Devil appeared: Gold and ſilver are pretious things 
becauſe they are counterfeired, Wiſdom is the prin- 
cipal thing, Prov. 47. and wiſdom is good with an in- 

| Eecleſ.7- t1. and it is ſad alſo without it. 
Men may hate jp heart to be reformed in their life, 
when yet they Me Gods Covenant in their mouths, 


Pſali5$9.16,17. 
F J C 3. Wherein 
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3. Wherein the excellency of Religion lies, not 
in the form, but ia the power of godlineſs , Religi- 
on conſiſts not in profeſſion, but in power and pra- 
ice, am. 1. 16.27. If any man ſeem to bereligitnus and 


- bridleth not bis tongue - thi mans religion in Vain, 


(t Theopbyl, 
in loc. 


(#) gaire- 


Pore Religion - is to uiſit the fatherleſs, &. Faith 
without works is dead, Jam. 2.17. Cel. 2.23. 4 ſhew of 
wiſdm · Bur the power of Religion is the ſubſtance 
and finews, as Throph, calls it. 

4. Whoare Hypocrites (t) Some think the Papi 
are Diſſemblers in Religion, that have but a form 
and ſhe of Religion, and deny and deteſt the power 
of it , that pray for pureneſs and holineſs of life, 
but their hearts riſe up in a ſecret Antipathy a- 
gainſt ir. 

5. Who are Fanatiques ; our eats are filled with 
the ſound of that word, which comes from a Greek 
word that ſignifies to (a) appear, or ſeem to be, what 
they are not. Now in Gods Name let them be taken 
for Fanatiques (even in the ſenſe of the Iriſh Dialelt) 
— 22 Form of godlineſs, but deny the power 

it. 

2. For inſtruction. 1. Let as examine our ſelves 
natrowly and impartially, Whethet we have a form 
of godlineſs, and deny the-power of it. To quicken 


us O, conſider. 


Mort: There are ſuch in the boſom of the vi- 


fible Church, Of four ſorts of ground, there was 


bur one Mat. 13.8. 23. & 7. A. The bi 
dm of braven is like « Net bat —— = 
ood fiſh, Chriſt floor hath chaff in it as well as 
wheat; his field hath Goats in it as well. as * 
tus viſible body hath rotten members in it (t to 
cut 
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cut off) as well as ſound to be cheriſhed, There is 2 


Jew outward as well as inward ,” Rm. 2, 28,29, and 


Rom.9.6, They are not all Iſrael who aroof Iſrael, It 
is good therefore to try whether we be che perſons 
that live in the viſible Church, having a Form 
only, 

K There are ſuch even in Coſpel times (if this 
may be diſtinguiſhed from the former) ver. 1. in the 
lafl days, that is, in Goſpel- times of the Neu- 


Teſtament. (w) Some ſay, whenan end of time is (0M. 24 


meant, then the ſingular number is uſed, as four times *? 
in 50h. C. 39,40, 44,54. and I will-raiſe him up at the 


4 But when continuance of time is meant, its 
uſed in the plural number, as 2 Per. 3. 3. there ſhall 
come in the laſt days ſcoffers : which have laſted theſe 
1600, years, and (hall till Chriſt come again to Judge- 
ment. But this is not currant if you 1 Jeb. 2. 18. 
the laſt time (twice in —, and Jam. 5. 3. Te 
have heaped up treaſure together for the i. s, How- 
ſoever without doubt, here by the loft days are meant 
Goſpel times. It is good therefore to examine whe- 
ther we have but a Form : for if there was a Fudas 
among twelve in Chriſts family (who was ſo good a 
Maſter) what may we think now? | 

3. Men may be guilty of groſs ſin, and yet have 
a form of godlineſs. Some conceivetheſe words are 
to be referred to the 18, particulars aforementioned, 
Men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, covetow , boaſters, 
proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, wnthankfull 
(and which is ſtrange) wxboly, ver,2, and yes have" 4 
form of godlineſs, without natural affetFion,; truce-brea- 
tert, Yal 


CY ver. 


poſtaſy. 


[ſe accuſers, (Divels (x) as the word ſigaifies) ( Ac 
c. ver, 3. and yet have 4 form —— Trajtors, Os. >. 


be (baracter of a 


ver. 4. and yet have « form of godlineſs, Such were 
thoſe Iſraelites who are called Rulers of Sodom, and 

of Gomorrba, Iſa. 1. 10. to 16.Such were they 
mentioned, Jer. 7 9. 10. Who did flcal, marder, com- 
wit adultery, ſwear falſely, and burn incenſe to Baal, 
get they did ſtand before the Lord in bis bouſe. Such were 
they in Ezet.33.31,32, Its good therefore to try 
whether we be not the men and women having but 


a Form. 
But ſecondly, I muſt premiſe theſe Rules or Cauti- 


Though all is not gold that 
gliſters, yet true/gold_willL-gliſter, A man cannot 
a candle in a Lanthorn (except a dark one) but 
the light will be feetrghrough che horas of ir, There 
is a Spaniſh Proverb, Three things cannot be kept in, 
* a Cough, Fire, and Love, to which you may 
well add grace, of which ſhews are nor only allowed 
but commanded , Matth, 5. 16. Let your light ſo 
ſhine, &c. Phil, 2. 16. holding forth the word of life, 
as the Admiral-ſhip holds out its Lanthorn behind, 
that the reſt of the Fleet in a foggy day or dark night, 
ſteer their courſe accordingly, 1 Per. 2. 9, that 
ye ſhew forth the praiſes (or vertues) of bim. 
Bur to bea without a kernel (as they ſay of Ha- 
lifax-nuts ) that is naught. 
2, I deny not but there may be ſome Reality even 
in Formality, as tothe third ground, Matth. 13. 20. 
there was a real cauſe, v. the Spirit of God, though 
by an inferior and common operation; and a real 
effect joy, though it was but temporary; * _ 
ubject 


= 
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ſubjeR, an bearer, a rational creature. Indeed a Pi- 
dure of a man hath no life, though ĩt ſeem to fee, &. 
but compariſons run not (as they ſay) on feet. 
Real (I ſay) in oppoſition to imaginary, not to h 
critical. | 

I confeſs it is very hard to diſtinguiſh berween the 
form and power of godlineſs. The Tares mentioned 
Matth, 13, were ſo like the Wheat in thoſe Conn- 
tries, that it was no eaſie matter to diftinguiſh them 
therefore Chriſt would not have them pulled- up; 
True Balſom cannot / at leaſt for a while) be diſtin- 
guiſhed from counterfeit, Iſ. 1. 25. and take away thy 
Tin. Tin (we know) is ſo like ro Silver, that ſome are 
deceived there with; ſo is the form like to the power. 
There is a likneſs between à Briſel and an Inalan 
Diamond, y et a skilful Jeweller can diſtinguiſh x if I 
fall ſhore, impure it to want of skill, not of will. 

The Characters now are branched into Negative 
and Affirmative, 1, Negative, - which are ſive in 


Number. He hath but a form of godlineſs, where ]. 


there is 

1. No Senſe of the burden of fin; or of Gods wrath, 
or the woful condition of man by nature. If he never 
felt any trouble of mind, — —_— of ſpirit for a 
ſtate of unregeneracy, or for ſome ſpecial corruption, 
he hath — form; I know that Matthew without 
any trouble of ſpirit (that we read of) was called from 
che receit of Cuſtom z and God opened the heart of 
Lydia without ſenfible pangs; and Timothy (it's 
thought) ſuckt in grace together with his mothers 
milk; but this is not Gods ordinary way. The Lord 
himſelf humbleq Adam, Gen, 3. before he preached 
the Goſpe miſed ſeed to him. Peters hear- 
| C 3 ers, 


7 
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ers, Ad 2. 37, were pricked at heart, as with the 
Paxtoſancedle or dagger, betore they were comforted, 
(y) Atts 9. Pani i (3) was unborſt, and laid level wich the 
ground before he had à principle of grace infuſed, 
Therefore the Spirit is called the Spirit of bondage, 
Rom, . 15. becauſe it is the work of the Spirit to 
convince a ſigner of his bondage to fin , Satan, and 
Gods wrath , before he becomes a Spirit of Adop- 
tion, , 
2. No Serving the Lord in private and ſecret. 
| Good 57 ) reſolved, that be and bis bawſe wonld 
(Jobb. 24- ſerve the Lord, Cornelius, Acts 10. 2, 4 devent man, 
* and prayed te God almaies, Logk the Title of the 300 
| Plalm, at the dedication of the houſe of David (4) teach» 
(«)Calv. ing us, that our houſes ſhould be little Sanctuaries and 
Ocatories for the, Worſhip of God, To ron Foban 
Hypocrite, it was charged (though fallely) on him, 
that he did reſtrain Prayer before God, A true Chri- 
ſtian hath ſecrec ſius to bewail , and ſecret mercies to 
Sa „and there Chriſt is held (by the Soul) in the 
2 * Galleries (b). What is Prayer but a friendly conſe- 
rence, a familiar talk with God? Now thou canſt 
pray (thou ſaiſt) in the Church, but no Prayer at all 
in ide in thy cloſet, When did Jeſas Chriſt 
{ee thee upon thy knees in ſecret? Thou art a meer 

ranges to Cod, and com'ſtnot at him, | 
3. NoSecking the Lord for bimſelf, but for a mans 
own ſelf, /i. 9. 13, neither ds they ſerh the Lord of 
Hells, with Hol, 7. 10, nor ſcek bim (the Lord) for alt 
this, I dout not but they prayed , and ſought the 
Lord (that plough was not to ſtand ſtill) but it was 
for themſelves, Z .ch. 7. 5, 6. When aA and mour- 
ned in the fifth and ſeventh moncth, all faſt an- 
2 


Formall Profeſſor in Religion, 


to me, even unto we f when you did eat and drink, 4d 5e 
rat cat for your = and drink for your ſelves lt 

ſhould be to G lory , 1 Cer, 10, 31, that is the 
— end. The Hawk may ore high, but he hath 
an eye on the prey below, Self and nothing burſelf 
is ſought, as the laſt and higheſt end, by him that 
hath but a form, He looks aſquint at his own cre- 
dit, profit, Gg. as thoſe flaunting Preachers did, Phil, 


1,15, 16; ons. Iſrael, (e) who was an y Vine, ( Hot 16.1, 


ing lorth fruit to her ſelf, being the plenty was 


— — 1 
4. No Stabiluꝶ in awy good courſe or company. 
ame: 1. 8. 4 double — — wnſtable in all his 


wayes, Mark , a double-minded-man, in allufion ro 
Pſal, 12,2, A double art, a heart and an heart, is 
unſtable, asa bort n a ſmooth table, ready to fon 
with every tick of the fingers Off and on in duty, up 
and down in Religion; in good company he ſeems to 
be demure; in bad y debaucht, perhaps like 
water that conforms it ſelf to the figure of the veſſel 
whereinto it is True it is, 2 good man may be 
diſadvantaged by che ociety with the bad ; but this 
is not uſual, and it amend Gat Pſ. 120.5. wht 
me thas 1 ſojourn in Meſech ! I. 6. J. Woe is m6; for I u 
wndone, el am 4 man of wntlean „ and 1 dwtit 
inthe midſt 4 People of wnclean lips brings me 
to the laſt 

5. No games for fin „ ſpecially / for difttedtivns in 
Gods Worthip, It's che diſpoſition of bim that hath 
the form — to rove in his mind from God in his 


of ſpirit, without 
— lie. If. 29. 13. ming 
IF,. 9.. 


4 on their Alddrs Lis next words ſhew) and * Kiver. Loc. 


The Character of 4 


15, $. This people drameth nigh to me with iheir mouth, _ 


but have removed their heart far from me, As Dinah © 


4) Gen. 34. (dj would needs be gadding abroad to ſee rhe faſhions 


of the Country, but came home raviſhed, Leather 
ſpeaking with ſadneſs of diſtractions in Prayer, a 
Countryman hearing bim, ſaid , be could pray wich- 
out a diſtracted —＋ to whom Leather (aid, Deal 
truly with me, and if thou canſt ſay the Lords Prayer 
without à diſtracted thought, I will give thee my 
horſe. The Countryman, ſaid, A match Sir, (hear 
what follows with pitty and paticnce, and not with 
laughter and irreverence) When he was come to the 
middle of the Lords Prayer, he ſaid, But (ball l have 
the bridle and ſaddle too ? Ob woful and convincing 
Inftance of diſtraRions ! Believe it Sirs , this man is 
not alone; he hath too many fellows, whoſe hearts 
never {mot them kindly for their roving imaginations 
in Gods Service. He that hath the power of godli- 
neſs, indeavours to keep his heart cloſe to God in du- 


ty, 2. Jam, 5. 27. thy ſervant bath found in his heart 


te) Ded. to pray this Prayer, that 15 to ſay, (e) he bath gathered 


br. But if the heart be wandring ( 


together all his thoughts and affections, and recalled 
them from the errors of the World, to unite and im- 
y chem all in making this Prayer before thee He 
lubours conſcientiouſly to come up to that command, 
1 Cer. 7. 25. is attend upon the Lord without diſracti- 
n; for he knows that a torn beaſt muſt not be eaten, 
Exod, 22. 31, nor diſtracted ſervices will be well - 
pleaſing the Lord. God would not have a Foal of- 
| in ſactiſie, to be divided, Levis. 1. 19. to 
teach us to take heed of diſttactions in Gods Service. 

can ſay be is 
ſor it ; and 
with 


pure, as to this:] he mourns 


Formal Profeſſor in Religion. 1. 
wich the woman pours out tears, Late 7. 38. to admi- 
ration. (g) Behold Earth waters Heaven, whereas (© che 
Heaven was wont to water the Earth , as" 2 
ſaid. So that if thou didſt never feel the burden of 
fin, nor ſeek God for himſelf, nor makeſt Conſcience 
to pray to him in ſecret , nor iadeavoureſt to keep an 
even tenour in good courſes and company, nor mout- 
neſt for fin, ſpecially for the rovings and wandrings 
of thy mind in Gods Worſhip, as ſure as can be, thou 
arr the man, thou art the woman that haſt a form of 
godlinefs, and denieſt the power of ir. 

Thus of the Negative Signs; I come now to the 
Affirmative, but I muſttake notice of one Character 
Tre nn 

2 | „ hat, e * 
1 D | 
uncharitable, un ſcriptural expreſſion, 


. x L- 
2 ̃ bs hn. 
a very falſe mark. For 1. It doth not appear that (4) Tu -.- 
on varies Chriſt uſed a form of Prayer, | 22. 
be ſaid, Math. 2 6. . He ind time, ſaying af, tes. : 
the ſame words," For the lait clauſe might be ber dicune 
tothe Diſciples, to whom he ſpake che ſame words, (tems 
35 ſeems to be hiated by Dr. Hammond, (h) He left den ramen 
them without og ew TO TYNN But Han 
thzr Clauſe is to be reſer d to Prayer, There is uo fre inns. 
to underſtand it of Chriſts reciting the ſelf · * c- 
ſame words, (i) as is oblerved to my hand; Not in- f e, 
deed is there vefity in itz for if you compare v. 39. ur, ſeo 
with v. 42. its clear that he did not uſe the fame fm /eo- 
words without variation; and ſure the Evangeliſt did fue cxnden 
not contradi himſelf. It ſhould be then tranſlated — 
(for it is in the ſingular (#) number) the ſame Reaſon; j 
Motive ot Argument in ** 13. 
ing 


The Charafler fs 
ing is, that Jeſus Chriſt did in Prayer preſs and ur 

— . ſame Reaſon or Argument, the — 
time, not that he uſed rhe ſelf-ſame words in a ſtinted 
Form, And had Chriſt the form of godlineſs' 


and not the power : This is little leſs then blaks 


(7) Ned 


you Legimus, 


nou C 
mas. Hier. 


Eel. 
7 Ls. 


Gal, 


the forms of Religi 


S 


f >. Though the Lords Prayer be a form of Pray- 

er, (a$ I will not deny) yet it hath not been (ad! 
ſappoſe cannot be) proved, that the Apoſtles ever 
uſed it, as ſach, The Scripture is ſilent, and where 
God bath hoes ge ob va} agg _ — 
to believe z ( the a form i 
oor and not the power: 

3. The Primitive Church had no form of Prayer 
till Gregory the Great, Goo years after Chriſt, and his 
Form was not i d till 800 years after Chriſt, un- 
der Charles the . And bad theſe Chriſtians in 
the pureſt Primitive times the form of godlineſs, and 
1 
- 4+ Add (i you will diſtinguiſh) an un · 
doubted Teſtimony out of Socratet, () according to 
2 borſons Traaſtation; 2 

, r eris dues, 
6 fem, nuſquans reperire pot 71 


more inter ſe conſentiant ; i. e. 
ons and Secs, 2 man no- 
where find two of them to agree in the (ame manner 
praying. And had none of chem the [power but 


of 
the form of godline(s only * 
on do me that Favour, nay that Juſti 

—— lube ener ge & 2 

of Prayer; that is not my bufineſs, I own a Form 

of „ Row. 2. 20, (read even now in the 

ſecond Leſſony where the ſame word (=) is aſed, and. 
a A 
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a Form of wholſome words, 2 Tiw, 1, 13. though it 
be not the ſame (s) word with that in my Text, and () - 
a form () of ine, Rem, 6, 19, where the Word ) wn, 
is compared to a Mould, and Hearers to melted met- 
tal caſt into it; and Forms of Prayers and praiſes men- 
tioned in the Scripture, yeaand Forms 


| | Confeffion 
of Faith, and of finging Pſalms in the publick A- 


weakneſs 


f „t. but my Defign is to ſhew 

ee ong 

vered in a great Congregation, 282 
Thus 1 made ſome way 


Signs, He that hath but a Fc 
1. Sets out himſelf of pur 


of Gods As the formal Phariſees, Matth. 2 3. 5: 4 
their works they do for to be ſeen of wen 5 which is evi- 

dent in three Inſtances, as in Aatth. 6. 2. and 

in prayer , v, 5, and in Faſting , v. 16. Thus 7% 
could not be zealous, but Jeben adab muſt rake notice 
ofit, 2 Kings 10, 16. And be ſaid, Come with we and | 
ſee my Neal for the Lord; Like (4) Agrippa and Beynice 4) A 28. 
that came with great pomp (the eis, (r) with 7 * 
much fancy; all this „ but a 9 
or as Stage - players, that act their on 2 to“ 
— — Iaplanded. Thatis — 9 
A fool bath no delight in under ſtanding, but that h 
beart may di ſcover it ſelſ. i, e. (/) be wes. Thar rohim- ( Mocer. 

lar applanie and vain glory, Our Chrogi- 

cles and Hiſtones tellus , that Cardinal an TIES 
Italian, (t) being joyned in Commiſſion for the Pope &/ 7917 
with our Cardinal miſo, about the Divorce off. 2.173. 

a 2 


Hen.“ 


— 


24 n ( baracter of a 


Hes. 8.) arrived at Calau, but Wolſey hearing bis arri | 
val was with an equipage not ſo —— as he de · 


* fired,” and loth that his own pomp ſhould be ſhamed 
by the others poverty , cauſed h — ſtay there, till 
he ſent bim more ſplendid accommodations (at leaſt 
in outward ſhew) But as the Cardinals Mules paſſed 


Cheapfide , they out of unrulineſs happend to break \ 


cp or em 
old hooes, Oc. Juſt ſo a Formaliſt ia Re- 
8 great ſbew, but what is within? like the 
. Wales of Nik fair to the eye, but being toucht, 
_—_— — 1 but a compound of aſhes, or like che 
Ter. 101. Egyptians Temples, gay without, but nothing within, 
a but a Crocodile, or a Cat, or ſomeſuch u ugly. Creature; 
So is he that bath but a Form; bis outſide is fair, but 
bis inſide is — foul. When he comes into the 
Church, be muſt ſquat down (like a Hare) to his 
private Prayer(dung: -Devotion) chough che Miniſter 
and 1 or both be imployed in ſome pub- 
Worship; contrary to the Book 
' (») nes ef of Homelies (w)ofthe Church of Zxgland; Thus he 
by bell onr:0 the them ; whereas ſincerity 7 
ecrecy, He th the power of godline 
. rather then fora tobe good, 
Miſtake me not; it is one thing todo a work that 


2 Trunks they — which were found full of 
S, 


cannot but be ſeen, and another thing to do it, that it 


may be ſeen. This is the end of the worker , that is 
the end of the work. 

i- 2, He ſlubbers over the Service of God (when he 
is imployed in it) unſpiritually, unzealouſly, with ſu- 
perficialneſs, and overlineſs, as a boy his efſon , or \ 


a Scholler his Task. _1f; 64. 7. none firreth op binſulf- 


ox (that which was next to it) - 
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te tate hold of thee. Neb, 9. 14. dead works , becauſe 
they have (as we ſaid) the lineaments of a true body, 
but they want life and foul, now he hath the 
of godlineſs (if he be à Preacher) that is like Chriſt 
in meaſure, Mart 1. 22. be taught them with authority, 
aud net be Scribes ; it otherwiſe, he prayes with 
feeling or fervency, am. 5. 16. The effechua fervent 
Prayer, (fo the Books have it, but it is in the Ori 
the operative (x) Prayer, that ſets all the powers of the (=) *#e2+- 
Soul on working. One renders it 4 through-wrovght _ 
Prayer, in alluſion to cloth, or ſuch like, which * 


uſe to ſay) is throughly · well wrought, when an 
is but ſlightly wrought, Like BU, Jam, 5. 17. 
prayes in praying,” and fo, readsin reading, and falls tn 
faſting, You haye a notable example in 4s 9. 11. 
Behold be prayeth ! Without doubt, while Paul was a 
ſtrict Phariſee, he prayed , For be faith concernin 
himſelf, Phil. 3. 6. — touching the righteouſneſs whic 
is in the Law blameleſs , (according to the Phariſees 
Gldſs, which confined the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
ro externals) Now Prayer is a part of that Righte- 
ouſneſs, nay according to the Phariſees practice, who 
did pray much, as you ſhall hear anon; But he prayed 
ly z then was Prayer a meer lip- labour, now the tra- 
— is. * I ee — 
os they that worſbip , wu m is and in 

| truth. Clem - worms ſhine in the night, but they have | — 
no heat. 

3. He S:ands more on Rites than on Religion, mote 
on the ſhadow than the body, more on the circum- 
ſtance than on the ſubſtance of Religion, more on 
humane Inventions then on 5 itutions; He 

3 18 


27 


(43) Diedar, 


The Charafler of 4 


js fandamencsl io circamBbeatiale, us beis circumban. 


tial in fundamentals; As the formal Phariſees ſtood 
more an-outward waſhing than holy 2 on the 
Tradition of the Elders, more then the Truth and 
Latitude of Gods Commands. See a. 1 5. from 
the 1 v. to the 16. v. but ſpecially tb. 23. 23, 
Te pay tithe of mint, and aniſe, and cummin, and have 
emitted the weighticr matters of the Law, Without 
breach of charity , we judge the Papiſts generally to 
have but a Form, not daring to cat an Egge in 
t, cr. yet make no bones of arglecting the 
„ prophaning the Sabboth, ming 
Name, c and is it not ſo with moſt Prote- 
ſtants, ſtreight-lac'd in a Cercmony, and looſe*girt in 
the ſubſtance of Religion! Surely the Hearheas ſhall 


riſe up in judgment againſt theſe. Socrates () (aid, God 
will be pped with that kind of worſbip be himſelf 
baths 4; and Cicers ſaid, He will not be mar- 


ſhipped with Super f1tion but with Picty. 
4. He flicks in the work done (as he ſtrives not 
to doit in an holy manner) Thus Aticab (aid, Fob: 
17. 13. New know 1, that the Lord will do me g 
ö — 
ing(s)in thi ihment of a worſhip, but 
anbei (as the Levites — — 
was 2 defect in all, in tbe Inſtitution without com- 
mand, ion and promiſe of God, in the place, 
means and idolatrous Ceremonies; yet he reſted in 
— done. So did — Strumpet enticing the 
younker, Prov, 7.14. I haue peace offerings with me, 
1 have paid wy vam, q d. I — — a Sacrifice 
of ing, and have a feaſt of the reſidue to 
with, Thos did the Formal Jews,chey 
un 


entertain 
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bound the Sacrifice with 2 of the A 
tur, but never minded the ſpiritual fignification, 
2 cer. 3. 13. 7 N 45 40 8 the end f 
that which a no eye to Chriſt, 
vdo was che end of the nas Law aboliſhed, 
he Top cryed, Fer. J. 4. — — the Lord, 

of the Lord, but never inquired after Cbriſt, 
: —— It is well to k the 
heart cloſe to duty, but it is better ro keep the | 
cloſe ro God inthe duty. [tis good to perform Ser- 
vice to God, but better to reſt on God in our per- 
formances. A true, Chriſtian is like Noab's Dove, that 
- could find no reſt bur in the Ark, to which therefore 
ſhe returned the Raven ſent ont did not return, be- 
cauſe it ſeized on ſome carcaſs on which it 

Pſal. 116. 7. Return ante tyre, © my Seal,” 
heart is not fatisfied till ic find God inthe 
ter and aba when they were come to our 
Sepulchre, were not contented with the 
cloathes , when the body of Chriſt was not 15 
was a pious ſaying, 29 I never 2 el S b . 
ent nber. A ſincete Soul 1. 


e- 


— . — Chriſti 
abowt the City inthe 

I 2 Soul levni (Om 
ſty of the 7 3. e 
bin whom my Soul loverh?. 
Cbriſt is but 2 — 


2$ he Charafter of a 7 
(b) Au. Lord (ſaith one (6) of the Ancients ) Thos haf made 
2 thee , and it is reſtleſs till it com to enjoy: 
ee. 5 | ' 
5, He Stints himſelf in Religion, ſo far he will go, 
and not a jot further. As Pſal. 78. 41. they limited the 
Holy one of Iſrael; So do they that have but a Form 
of godlineſs, limit themſelves in the profeſſion of ho- 3 
lineſs. As Hey the Fourth of France would put to 
Sea, hut no further then he could ſee the ſhore, that 
if a ſtorm came, he might put in to the ſhore again; 
So much Knowledge, Faith, Love and Repen- 
tance, &. they would have, and neither care for nor 
deſire more; whereas a true Chriſtian aims at, and 
endeavours after the higheſt pitch of grace and holi- 
nels, 2 Car. 7. 1. PERFECTING: holineſs in 
(eh Aids. the fear of God. Phil. 3, 12. () I follow after , The 
| word is, I perſecute, I follow hoatefoot with utmoſt 
earneſtneſs; as u Army purſues a routed-and dying 
be 8— —— . ſo di 
, cagerly unceflantly purſue a greater 
| meaſure of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, havingit 
(uit pere) in Chaſe, and reſolving not to teſt till he 
ad Rv 43-Ferget ng ors, xa .- 
acbing forth to thoſe are lefere; 


he hand to the mark, and -therewich-ro 


ach, hetoreche ſeet can reach it. That is a fine | 
Q) axxo bak orga 
gfx orks, who are moſt eminent in Skil and knows 


tal ledge , 
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ledge, (c) or 2s Profeſſors of ſome Art and Science, () =fim. 
Any pitrance will ſer ve # Formaliſt, but a true Chri- 

- tian ſtrives to the higheſt pitch of goodneſs. This is 
excellently held forth in Heb, 12, 1. Let as lay 23 
every weight, Any heavy thing is a hindrance to 
thar runs a race; Such is an opinion or perſwaſi 
(wherewich the heart is ſwollen) Beg pert Nb 
ready attained, which indeed ono ae ö 
thing doth more hinder progreſs a argue Doſe 
and proud conceit, Ar 
the prize and mark. Therefore 9#eters (that Dia- 
bolical SeR) and others, have but à Form of gt drandng 
neſs ac beſt, and that is all, if ſome have ſo much. 4 %, fen 

6. He Storms it godlineſs in other He cannot 
abide the of godlineſs in others, but his heart 
riſerh up 1 Fo ry it. 


While Pas! was a formal Pharilee, ad . ogg > 
n ARS 
22, 3,4, Gal, 1. ro, 14, 1 2 be) the 
Church of God, ( note (b ) that the ag. 
— is to be taken in a larger ende then for one © © 
ion, meeting together ordigari- 
of Gods Otdinances, and that 
— are more zealous for un warrantable Tradi- | 
tions and the form of godlineſs, are moſt furious 
againſt the power of it. f the fire of grace break our 
in any houſe, how many are ready to bring their buc- 
ket roquench i it? Now as t obs 4. 20, He that le- 
veth not his brother whom be hath ſeen , how can he love 
God whows be bath not ſeen © So he that cannot indure 
the power of godlineſs, in a wife, child, ſervant, 


neighbour, cc. how can he imagine chat hehath i itin 
himſelf : 


30 The Character of a | 
7. He Speaks bitterly againſt others for ſmaller 
faults, and neglects greater in his own heart and life, 
(5) Mar, 5. and that without any regtet or remorſe, (i) He be- 
25 3+ holds a mote in bis brothers eye, and conſiders not the beams. 
(4) Mar. 23. in his own eye. (kt) He fran u 4gnat and [ſwallows 4 
5: camel; It is faid of Arch Biſhop Bancrefs, that he fell 

foul on Mr, Pa Bayne (2 man eminem in Learning + + 
and Piety ) for a little black edging en his cuffs, | 
threatning to lay him by the heels for it, when he 
winked at faults in himſelf and others; Thus 
it is with formal Profeſſors, that make mountains of 
other mens mole-hils , and make mole-hils of theit 

own. mountains, . 
8. He — 2 and harbours in his boſom ſome 
ſweer fin ſeeretly at leaſt, The outſide is fair , but 
the inſide is foul, as was ſaid; compared therefore 
to whited Tombs, cM anth, 23. 27, 28, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward , but are inaced full of dead 
wens bones and of al ancleanneſs ; So do thele allo out- 
appear righteous unto men, bat within are 
iniquity, Pſal, 5. 9. — their inward 

i (in the abſtract) See a row 


Ezth, 18. 31, Ca away 
aug, — or openly, Herod 
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How many among us have a ſhew of ion” and | 4 
yet make no bones of Lying, Sabbath and + 
the like? of whom we may (ay, as old of a 


Facoò, counterfeiting in his garb his e brother, 
Ibeir vaice is the woice of Jacob , but their hands are the 
Ulſe of Taſtrution concerning 
Thus of the firſt | ing all, 
to try and examine our ſelves, whicher we have a 
Form of Godline(s bat deny the power thereof, 
Now fecondly , It teacheth you char are jealous Tſe 2. 
that you have buta Form, content not your ſelves 
with it, labour for the power of it. Oh do not lay 
out your money for counters inſtead of Gold! Oh 
do not with Ixios imbrace a cloud inſtead of Fane | 
Be not like thoſe Lorraive Witches deluded by the 
Devil , who received withered Leaves in ſtead of 
ieces of gold, having a miſt caſt before their eyes by 
an, — — On fit not down on this 
fide the power of godlineſs. There is 2 Tale of 
2 who praying to ot before a Cruciſi x, it ask - 
him what he have ? He anſwered: 28 9 
ze. Aquin. 


1, The Diſcfleem your meer ſhews have with God, 
as Pal. 73. 20, When thew awakeſs , thou pas Sip 
their Image ; n the W I. 

2 _- 


The (haraBter of a bk 
is but as an Image or fancy in a dream; When the 
—— 2 — de will contemn the bra» 
vety of the World, So be will deſpiſe and diſreſpect 
thy Form of Godlineſs. /. 1. 11. To what 
is the multitude of your Sacrifices to me (ſaid God to f 
formal Jews) 1 highs wor in the blood of Bulls or 7 
Lambs or of be-Goats z v. 12. When ye come ta appear 
before me, whorequired this at your hands to tread my 
Courts ? (when yet be himſelf requiredit) v. 13. 13. Bricg 
10 more vain to me, incenſe is an abomination 
ta me; the New- moons and Sabbaths, the calling of Af. 
ſemblies 1 cannot awa) with, it ii iniquity. ty., even the (6+ 
lemn mteting; and yet theſe things were expteſly 
ſcribed by the Lord. But now. for ſincere 
ts, Pſal. 102. 17. He wil regad the- prayer of: the 
pore fe. deine (of poor ſhrubs, as the word * ſignifies) he will 
ut bamile wot deſpiſe their prayer » whoſe bearts are honeſt , though 
= 1.9 dh never ſo weak x 951 FI. 17..The Sacrifices of. G 
vizgue is re a broken ſpirit « broken and a contrite beart, O God, 
2.8 — piſe,. Mark, a broken heart is not- a 
tSacrifices; J. e. inſtead of all Sacri- 
— bees, aul Far of Cal, 1. e. not only of Gods 1 
e pojotmenc. but approbation and acceptance al 
dab. le, Therefore be faith, 1.66. 2. ——To this man will I © 
—— d Ie that made heaven and earth, ſeems to 
Mer overlook all other things and perſons, and caſts a 
loving look on n is -poor ,.— that hath the 
pqwet of Godlineſs. 
"Such as fr. 3. The Damage yon will ſuſtain. — Luke 8,18; 
men from. lim ſhall be taken that which he ſeemeth to have, 
2 Acounterfeit complex ion will not laſt long. That 


* Etbelberts ſmiles had made Converts , Eadba!ds frowns - 
all, Church, Hiſt, Cent 7. b. a. p. 70. 


is 


Formal Profeſsor m Religion, 33 
iu a firange word, 2 ebm 8. Take beed not 

thoſe t - have wrought, 2 fre 
of godlineſs, thou art in danger to loſe all thy pra- 
ings — hearings , faſtings, reotivings-of the Lords 
Supper, -&. Ithe Prayers thou baſt ſaid , all the 
ene all the Cha ers thou haſt 
read, all the Faſts thou haſt all the Sacraments 
thou baſt received, &c. And an unutterable and 


— () loſs will this be £ — — - a — . 


lade to Pſal, 39; 6. Jar e =y_d 

— — ive in — BITTY 

on; or I ma on better ( 

with 25 — To what —— 

i all this waſte / The Swan was in the Law p 

Sacrifice, ſe it had'a black skin under white 

feathers, . — 
3. The Damnation you are obnoxious unto , Luke 


20. 47. dee mans 7 4 1 
* or 


receive greater damnation , 
pretence male long Prayer , therefove ye (hall 
greater damnation, Obſerve by the way, 
are not condemned, as ſimply 
ſelves ; for Solomon (#) made a 
Dedication of the Temple, and ſo di 
ſolemn day of 
of the day in conſeſſion and | 
our Saviour Chriſt himſelf continued all night in 
Prayer to God, Zuke 6. 1 2. but Devotion was 
pretended , when ruction was inten- 

ded, when they did colour their fool fins with fair 

ſhews, the __—_ their — — 

of Prayer, ſe formal did palliate 
their with ſeeming- 2 

E 3 


| 


The Charefter of 6 
ole houſes (there was theit 


pad infeyos 
digerum. 
* Auſt, 


— — — a. Soul to Salvation, 
nb. 7 a f. Not every one that ſanb, Lord , Lord, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven — yea chough 

(4) r. c. be prayes with a ſeeming zeal, (J) as the doubling of 
the word, (Lord, Lord.) ſeems to import. Jada gave 
a kits to Chriſt, yet is gone to his own place, J. c. to 
Hell, 4d, 1. 25. For I do not think, that the clauſe 

(1) DH. of that verſ. is co be referred to Marthiae, (1) (25 ome 
8 for then the words foregoing , muſt 
ina Parentheſis (which is ancouch) and that 


undeſtood his Province, office , or Mini- 

2 2 of * tors . not 
with the of the Scripture elſewhere , and 
expound. Scripture, A kiſs then of 


» Protefhon-may be attended wich damnation in Hel, 
ITY for lamented. badneſs, 
bus for {yppoled goodneſs. - A Ship ca'ld the Sofe- 
Or Good: ſpeed have been 5 — This Hi- 
Faith bath been the beginning of converſion 
r—_— aß the noegle for the thread, 

Chriſty and union with him, Let him be 


loc. £9. 


, 14-64 
e banc, Gal 4. 15. Bein-Chriſt, and be 

: a nen Creature, 3 Cor. 5. 17. See Epheſ. 2, 12. To 
n ior the Vous c be wickooe 


Formall Profeſſor in Religion, 

God, is the Rear of all Miſery, There may be (faich 
(/) A»ftin) a viſible form of a branch widhwar che Vite: 75 
but ic cannot have the life of the inviſible ro0e, eeeptey Sr 
it be in the Vine. 1 

3. Goto the dlick Miniſtry of the Word,-wear:,. vin, ſed 
—— —— war on God in char, ine 
Ordinance; As to his Diſciples, Lale 24. ans 
4s. —— Terry ye in Jeruſalem until ye be induced — ex 
power from on high; indued or cloathed ( this glg Sen — 
Rory ———ů——— pad. 6; 34. which: 14 

the 5{praagin gin“ tranſlate cleathed: At — meg "Bro 
Goſpe began to be preacbod ,' ©: 47. An 
chr Goſpel -Propher, If. c. 2. 3. — Out of Ziew' pd fe 
Lew, and the word of the Lord . e — 
. — r= 
er igion, is in 2 

— { 20d here is che Wanrop whence hi 
cloathing may be had. 5 111 0 

Grieve + and groan tharthou baſt-lived (01 nn 
Form of Devotion without the power; ' (av 
well as chou canſt / fur the Spirit of power, 2 N. 
I. 7. We cannot pray without the Spirit, and yerwe' 
are allowed to pray for the Spirit; and God hath pro- 
miſed to give the Spigittothem that pray, LS T1. 


, 12 — Much more ſbali tb — — 2 


Spirit to them that ut him. 

pare to ſpeed. He that bears the Ravens that ery co 
— We N Rr 
Raven. 


I come now to the third Uſe of [nſtro@ion; in a 
word! or two tothem Wh of Godli- na 


lum o 1 1 


1. Lament « 


45 


— 


36 The Character of a | 
. Lament and bewail with tears of blood, that 

in the boſom of the Church have bat 
a Form of Religion, as, thoſe that do deny Original 
Sin, ho yet, with Nepthali db nod pe y words, 
Cen. 48. 21. and by od wor fair \] 
dective the hearts of the ſimple, Rem. 16. 
would be loth to be uncharitable, but I aſſure * 
have not ſo much charity to hink, — 


Original S 
== — 2 acquanrancevth te eee, 


, that are ſtrangers tot — Original 

2. Civil of Ac men, that are deadly 

2 eligion ;- - whoſe — 
— — 1 A gener 

—.— en fo not "ws Ned fow from 


in 
(#)T. c. . al filth, (#) as the 
| Tha upſta upſtart — of late 


2 who have the knack of railing and reviling 
r See Fam. 1. 26. F any 
2 religious and bridleth not bu 
tongue, but dectiveth bis own beart , this mans Religion 
in un. 4. Profane men, who carry the black 
brand oi fin and Hell in their face and forehead,” who 
— de Cbriſtians ( and take it i is 
otherwiſe) when they live 


| be repured 
* 2 3 Some think my Text to be under- 


. Formal Profeſſors , that pray in 
— 4 ; the Church for holineſs and purity of living, yet 


prate againſt and purity , and live in all unholi- 
nene, Abe la aich in another caſe, Peel 


per ver ſ . 
Aube. lle. 3. 14. CMultitudes, multitudes , in the valley of Deci- 


* So multcudes, Alcicudes (of them that have 


8. 1 
| 


- 


bur 


nal Profeſsor in 5 | 
but a Form of Devotion) in the valley of viſion, 
in the Church and Land, where preaching hath been 
vouchſafed ſo long; This is a- Lamentation, and 

and ſhall be for a Lamentation, Exe. 19. 14. |; 

2. Beware of them who have but a Form of god- 
lineſs,..confide not in them. The cloſe of the verſe 
intnyWext is, from ſuch turn awy, The old (x) Latin (*) Devi. 
hath it, (bun them --- converſe not with them, in a 
needle(s and familiar manner, or thus, be averſe to 
them, fora Bi (and ſo every Chriſtian ) muſt 
not only ) ſhun fuch , bur ſet themſelves aga ) Non ſatis 
ſuch. By this it is evident, that Paw! doth not only 2 e 
ſpeak of future time, but ſhe ws, that (z) in that pre- jy, ff 9 
ſent Age ſach kind of Formaliſts (whom be doth t. A Lap. 
here decipher) ſhould not be, nay, were not want- G 
ing, ſtore enough. Phil. 3. 2. Beware of dogs , beware 
of evil workers, beware of the Concifion. It's ſaid three 
times beware, as it we could not be too wary; accor- 
ding to the Lawyers Maxim, (4) Abundance of .. 4: 


Caution doth no harm at all. Beware therefore often moan. 


Dogs, that nne have a form of Religion, yet 
are covetous, v. 2. With Iſ. 56. 10. --- greedy Dogs, 
that can never have enough. Beware of evil workers, 
that ( Judaizing) ſeem to be zealous for che Law, 
when their lives are bad, or (%) are not converlane (% 65e 
bona fide in the Goſpel, the work of the Lord, Be- 
ware of the concißon, who urging the Ceremonial Law, 
conſtraining others to be circumciſed, Gal. 6. 13. 10 
ent off the fere- ain of the fleſh, when themſelves were 
cutters and renters of the Churches of -Chniſt. 
And the rather are we to be cautious of ſuch; 
Becauſe 1: Of the * between the _ 


% l < = 4 0 


* 


130 


! þ Wa 


and the Power of Religion, and therefore more apt 
tobe deceived; tb. 7, 15. Beware 4 falſe Pro- 
pers which come to you in (beeps clothing , 
(b) sie they are.ravening welwes. () Apes are ſomewhar like 
— 2 Men, and Wolves like Dogs. Silly Souls are much 
luph canes, taken with ſuch ſhews , as children with gauds and 
quiver ſmile gngaws.. Col. 2. 13. Which — have a ſhew of wil- 
Ja '**dom in-will-worſhip and humility, Cr. 

2. Becauſe of the R + of ſuch, who not only 
fail us, en we have maſt need, like water-br 


in Summer, - 6. 15. but burt us the more. Prov. 
25. 19. in an unf aitifal mas in time of tres - 


ble, is like a broken tooth and «foot out of joynt. A bro» 
ken tooth doth but pain a hungry man, chewing a 
piece of bread ot meats a diſlocated leg hinders a man 
trom flying in time of danger, and if he make an eſ- 
ſay, be is more — 4 4 . 
our greateſt „ have re 

our foes. None are ſorer h then 
(O $4 di. Formal Prafeſſors w our Stories tell us, the husband 
ber. (oc. pe. bath carried 2 fagot to burn therewich bis wile, 
rexcs & Therefore liſten to that grave ſerious and ſeaſonable 
e {counſel tir. 7. 5. Truſt ye not in 4 friend, put ye not 


wo) rag on in «guide, keep the door of thy menth from her 
e pk a cheer, Fr th few ener the Fx 
viglaban neuter , the daughter riſeth up againſt ber mater. —— « - 


ſolum odio mani enemies art the men of bis own houſe. (c) No 
priiciem diſcover themſelves to be Lyons and Tygers , c. 
. Who were they that had a hand in perſecuting Paul 
- 4) de & and Barnabas but the Devout women ? Ad, 13. 50. 
or Religious women, (d) who were Jewiſh Proleiyres 


* 


5 inwardly A 


ran 
o -f D = 


&” ignorant of Chriſt; and Ge inflruments. to pern 
vich cheir buibaods ro drive amay Yau 2 
As. 


N NN OP 
t there is no we, who 

Nos atten) end ey pang Cage} ur 
too, in ſome meaſure, I would not have my Sun ſet 
in a dond. Let this Cordial be boxed up againſt the 
time of trouble and | of men. 
. 
t they may re joyce in this, are not ia thi: 
Black Ball, A 


Late 10, 20. 


